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AUTUMN 1 NEWSLETTER
Dear Friends and Families of Fosbrooks,

Welcome back to a new academic year of folk activities.  We are on our third week of the Autumn half term and everyone seems to have got back into the swing of things. I am busy making new wall displays to reflect some of the activities for 2017, so there will soon be pictures on the boards of :-

· Juniors dancing locally at Banks Lane Junior School  events in Spring, 

· Intermediates dancing nationally (at Alnwick festival in August) and 

· Seniors performing internationally at Heilbronn Festival in Germany in June.

Activities for Autumn 1 are as follows :-

· Theory classes. These are so that pupils understand the theory behind the sheet music they work from with their teachers. The exams are organised by the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music and it is essential that serious musicians take theory classes alongside their practical ones because they will need Grade Five theory before they can move onto Grade Six in their instrumental work. Our classes are on a Thursday evening and currently we cater for beginners as well as ABRSM  grades 1 to 5.

· Friday Classes. These are now becoming the most important rehearsal day for Fosbrook members. The classes are ‘banded’ according to experience. Children start in the 3.30pm to 4.30pm group and then move up as they progress through the 4.30pm to 5pm band and eventually end up in the 5pm to 5.45pm senior group. There are occasional workshops for older ones after 5.45pm. These are advertised on their own closed Facebook areas* (see below). Friday rehearsals are in the diary from  8th September to 13th October. Please note that there are no Friday classes on 20th October as Banks Lane break up on Thursday 19th October for half term.

· Saturday Classes. These classes provide an all-round folk arts education  experience. The cost is £4 for 3 hours of music, dance singing and traditional games. There are currently a  few vacancies for new, well behaved and enthusiastic children to join us.

Music Lessons.  Instrumental lessons have started for this year. Mr. Schofield and I have worked hard on co-ordinating the timetables and the lessons have started off quite satisfactorily. Junior music lessons are paid for through school. Seniors pay through Fosbrooks and we try to keep this in advance of the lessons. Senior Fosbrook members, if you owe money from Summer 2, please get up to date as soon as possible.

Lunchtime Clubs are as follows this term :-

Tuesday – Keen ukulele players of all abilities.

Thursday – Beginner accordionist and keyboards. I am also happy for pianists to come and practice with headphones on each Thursday so as to keep their teachers happy that some practice is getting done on those weeks when it is busy at home.

Friday – violin club. I am of the opinion that all the junior violinists should be coming to this unless they are currently playing at Gold Level.

I have not programmed in any social events for Autumn 1 because it is such a busy half term. There will be a trip to Manchester Cathedral and the Jewish Museum for intermediate age group students during half term. This is for 13 and over students and will be advertised on the students' own closed Facebook pages.
Activities for Autumn 2

Here are some dates to help families to plan their diaries :-

Saturday 11th November - (afternoon). Members of the 4.30pm to 5pm band will be able to join the older ones in a performance at Marple Old Folks' Hall.

Saturday 25th November - 5pm to 5.45pm band will be performing at an early evening event as it is New Mills Christmas Light Switch on.

Friday 8th December - 5.30pm to 6.30pm band at Bury Met. as support act for 'The Demon Barber's Christmas Roadshow.

Tuesday 12th December. Early evening event at Saint Mary's in the Market when it is the school carol service. Junior Fosbrooks will be involved in this along with my choirs and readers.

Saturday 16th December. Fosbrooks Christmas performance.

There may be other events too. I would like to have a Craft and Ceilidh evening like the one we did last year. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for news of any other events.

We use Facebook to advertise our events as well as sending out these newsletters. If you look for Fosbrook Folk Education Trust on Facebook, there is often a newsy item or two. The students who are 13 and over can register to be part of a ‘closed’ group for their ability band. This is so that they can communicate with us over their availability for performances etc. These ‘closed groups’ are not a public area so none of the news or comments are visible to anyone except the members. Fosbrooks is a performance group which involves children in public displays. Because we are aware that photographs and video are often taken at these events, parents were asked to fill in consent forms about photographs and video last year. I will send some more out soon so as to check that all parents are aware of our safety systems.

Please note that I have included my own email address with the office address for Fosbrooks. I am very happy to deal with any queries by email - or on the desk on Saturday mornings. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all our members and their families for their ongoing support.

Best wishes for the new academic year from Liza Austin Strange and the team of volunteers at Fosbrooks
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Based at : Banks Lane Junior School, Hempshaw Lane, Offerton, Stockport SK 1 4 PR

Office Address : ‘Baker's Cottage, 7 Cock Robin Row, Highgate Road,Hayfield, High Peak. SK 22 2 JL.

Tel : 01663 746089 (Evenings, Sundays, Mondays & Wednesdays)

Email : fosbrooks@btinternet.com

