
Year 3 
Key narrative texts: George’s Marvellous Medicine, Stone Age Tales, Egyptian Cinderella, The Beast and the 

Bethany, Greek Myths. Poetry and non-fiction texts also covered.  

Year 4 
Key narrative texts: Iron Man, How to Train Your Dragon, A Girl Called Joy, The Last Bear, Anglo-Saxon Boy, 

Asha and the Spirit Bird. Poetry and non-fiction texts also covered.  

Year 5 
Key narrative texts: The Demon Headmaster, Journey to Jo’burg, Viking Boy, a variety of new fiction from the 

Stockport Book Awards, Utterly Dark and the Face of the Deep. Poetry and non-fiction texts also covered.  

Year 6 
Key narrative texts: Mr Nobody’s Eyes, The Boy at the Back of the Class, When the Sky Falls, Why the 

Whales Came. Poetry and non-fiction texts also covered.  

Progression in Reading skills and knowledge at Banks Lane Junior School 

Aims of the Reading National Curriculum 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding. It is essential that, by the end of their time at Banks Lane Junior School, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, to allow success in KS3 and beyond. 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar, and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading. 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage through being exposed to a wide range of books, including fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 

KS2 Reading objectives 

• In line with the Scarborough Reading Rope, we focus both on teaching word recognition and language comprehension to ensure pupils progress to become a skilled reader by the end of Key Stage 2.  

• Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding 

that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. Phonics teaching remains an urgent focus in Year 3 for any children who failed or just passed the phonics screening in Key Stage 1. Less skilled 

readers in Years 4 to 6 continue to receive phonics intervention if this is their specific area of weakness, as more secure readers work on speed, fluency and prosody.   

• Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on background knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality 

discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. Through our carefully designed curriculum, children read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to 

develop their knowledge of themselves and the world they live in, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge.  

• We read widely and often, including explicitly teaching certain new vocabulary words, to increase pupils’ vocabulary knowledge (see our BLJS Reading Spine and Vocabulary Progression document). 

Word Reading Comprehension   for                                           Focus on familiarity with defining, retrieving, summarising, inferring and predicting                       Introduce exploring and comparing through discussion  

• I can apply my knowledge of root words, prefixes 

and suffixes to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words. 

• I can read further exception words, noting the 

unusual correspondence between spelling and 

sound.  

• I am beginning to improve my reading fluency 

through listening to how to read with prosody 

(expression, tone, varying speed and emphasis) 

and practising these skills during whole class 

reading. 

• I can listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books. 

• I can read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes. 

• I am beginning to use dictionaries to check the meaning of words (Define Gem). 

• I am becoming familiar with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, and myths and legends. 

• I am beginning to identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books. 

• I can prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and action. 

• I can discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

• I can recognise some different forms of poetry. 

• I can check that the text makes sense to me, discuss my understanding, and explain the meaning of words in context (Define Gem). 

• I can ask questions to improve my understanding of a text using my Cosmic Curiosity Learning Power. 

• I can draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence (Inference Gem). 

• I can predict what might happen from details stated and implied (Prediction Gem). 

• I can identify main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph and summarise these (Summarise Gem). 

• I can identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning (Define/Explore Gem). 

• I can retrieve and record information from fiction and non-fiction texts (Retrieve Gem). 

• I can participate in discussion about books that are read to me and those I can read for myself. 

Word Reading Comprehension                                                                                   Focus on increasing confidence and understanding of all content domains to improve understanding of the text as a whole 

• I can apply my growing knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology 

and etymology) to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words. 

• I can read fluently and at a good rate for 

understanding. 

• I can read with prosody, changing my 

expression and tone, and varying speed 

and emphasis depending on the context 

and the text. 

• I can employ dramatic effect to engage 

listeners whilst reading aloud.  

• I continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books. 

• I can read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes. 

• I am becoming familiar with a wider range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern 

fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions. 

• I can recommend books that I have read to my peers, giving reasons for their choices. 

• I can identify and discus themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing. 

• I can make comparisons within and across books (Compare Gem). 

• I can learn a wider range of poetry by heart. 

• I can prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone 

and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience. 

• I can check that the book makes sense to me, and discuss my understanding, exploring the meaning of words in 

context (Define Gem). 

• I can ask more complex questions to improve my understanding using my Cosmic Curiosity Learning Power. 

• I can draw more complex inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and confidently justify 

inferences with evidence (Infer Gem). 

• I can predict what might happen from details stated and implied (Predict Gem) 

• I can summarise the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas (Summarise Gem). 

• I can identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning (Explore/Relate Gem). 

• I can discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader (Explore Gem). 

• I can distinguish between statements of fact and opinion. 

• I can retrieve, record and present information from fiction and non-fiction texts (Retrieve Gem) 

• I can participate in discussions about books that are read to me and those I can read for myself, building on my own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously. 

• I can explain and discuss my understanding of what I have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus 

on the topic and using notes where necessary. 

• I can provide reasoned justifications for my views. 


